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Refereeing Go Games

Propagate the Principles of Fair Play

Refereeing Go Games involves propagating the Principles of Fair Play. This is achieved through

application of the rules and, in particular, those that relate to sportsmanship and respect for the

opposition, the match officials and the game. These are exemplified by the rule that the player

returns the ball to the opposition ‘on the full’ after committing an offence. 

Officiating Go Games also involves guiding and coaching the players through each game by

highlighting good example and promoting respect for all involved.  

An Introduction to Refereeing

As a Participation and Play initiative, Go Games provide an ideal opportunity to introduce young

volunteers to Refereeing in a gradual and progressive manner. 

To this end, Go Games can be refereed by Under-12 Referees who have completed the Go Games

Young Referee course. The course aims to provide participants with knowledge of the rules of 

Go Games and an understanding of the Principles of Fair Play and the Role of the Referee. Every

participant receives a whistle and a Go Games Young Referee uniform. 

Where necessary, the Under-12 Go Games Referee should be guided and advised through each

game with supportive and positive mentoring. 

Further details are available through your local Games Development personnel.


